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REPORTED, Se. 


(ERS HERE are many Thin 
IS which make Religious Di. 
putes irkſome and unpleaſant 
to good Men, bur nothing 
more than theſe TWO. 
1 1. When thoſe Diſputes happen to em- 
bark the Paſſions on either Side in the 
Quarrel; and to run up the Diſputants to 
indecent and unbecoming Extremes; as 
is too oſten the Caſe in theſe Times; and 
A Le ara & in the preſent Caſe before us; 
5 rs Off A: 2 — -"M 
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in.which we particularly ſee the Reve- 


rend DF." Spe nAing's Part moſt noto- 
- riouſlyUnhecoming the Candor and Cha- 
wel e Civilian Miniſter, and emote 
Zeyep from that of a Gentleman: Of theſe 
Things I have only this gentle, ſoft Ad- 
monition to give from the Scripture, viz. 
That where there is Striſe and Contention, 
there is Confuſion and every evil port; 


the, Wrath of Mer . nol, We 


EE e 3 


2. When theſe Diſputes, thus carried 
ſuch Extremes, are ocegſi by 
Things of ſmall Coofchäegeg Hr om 
being equal to the Manner of the Strife, 
and much more unequal to the Hazard 

Religion it ſelf runs in the Broil. 
8 Quarrels are alſo very umme 

10 Thoſe, Who have a 4 Re : 

elgion abecauſe they are ; 
and. fer dome I ime at 
Chiefly en the Clergj Me 


 Jeſhng, to ben Miniſters. of the, Gp of 


Peace, not only ought, to pe more con- 
cerned for giving, any Offence, and be 
more lucious to ahoid it, than any, other; 


but oughit to be more e ſpecially ſolicitpys 


to, ſhun the Scangal, of being given, 
Strife, and of being Promoters of Con- 


tention 1 among the Churches of Chriſt. 
Let 
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iar Buſineſs 17 AY u 
ate th Noh 'that lay 


it; All thele unhap- 


, PY - tags 80 Abdung f the * 
3 pute now before us; and t erefore I 
e muſt. be allowed to ſpeak with plain! 
eſe i o it, fall where it will: Nothing 
] can, be Upriſing, than to find 
7 not yeral Divites, bur the great 
1 and venerable Body of the Convocation, 
I embarked ; in it: The Right Reverend 
| the Biſhop of Bangor, in his Sermon 
before the Kin 75 150 in ſome other of 
> is Writings, as advanced, 'or laid 
= 0 % ſome Propoſitions, in different 
1 Terms from the Cuſtomary Way of — 


| 
= expreſſing ſuch Things; But not at all, 
I 2s 1 can. ee, differing from the true 
3 tent and right Conſtruction of the 
Things themlelves; and yet et ſuchſis the 
Force of Miſconſtfuction; ſo wedded 
is, Mankind to their own, 'W ay. of ex- 
preſſing themſelves, that ubt ſingle Au- 
* Thors,not common Scribblers,' 51 even 
W ihe Reverend” Dr. Snape only, but the 
; Whole: Body of the Convöcation; 1 
mean 


+: > Wy 


mean the Lower Houſe of Convocatio rf 


fall: upon him with, Heut and Flame: 
OTE. ik I do preſume to borroy 
Words from the Biſhop, to put to othet 
Meaning than his Lordſhip intended 
them; I do no more than Dr. Snape 
has legitimated the Practice of before 
me, with a much worſe Meaning. 
The Doctor began with him; but 
inſtead of pungent Truth and power- 
ful Arguments to repel the Propoſitions 
laid down by the Biſhop, he either fays 


the ſame Thing the Biſhop ſays, only 


* 


prtting it into other Words; Or 
perverts what the Biſhop ſaid, wreſting 
it, and ſtraining it to quite another 
Senſe than the Words will bear; or to 
different Meaning from what it is ap- 


parent the Biſhop intended them; 


mixing, his Diſcourſe alſo with ſuch 
Language, ſuch Sarcaſtick, and unwor- 
thy Banter, and i a Word, Rudeneſs, 


as greatly expoſes him (the Doctor) to 
the Cenſure of wiſe and indifferent 


Men; at the ſame Time letting us 


all know, that either he did not under- 


ſtand the Biſhop, or that he very little 
underſtands himſelf; But in both theſe, 


he has been fo well handled, and his 
empty Pamphlet is ſo happily expoſed 


by 
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by other Pens, that 1 feed not give the 
Reader any more Trouble about it, 
than to reſerr to the Pamphlets already 
written upon that Subject; och as The 
Lamas Second Letter to the Biſpop: 
The Honour and Prerogative of Chr 15 * 
Church Vindicated ; and ſeveral others 
rn 
But neither the Clearneſs of the Pro- 
poſitions laid down by my Lord of 
Bangor, nor the ill * Succeſs that rhe 
Doctor has had in the Attack he has 
made upon them, has at all deterred 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation from 
a formal Attack, by Way of Repreſen- 
tation to the upper Houſe; and albeit 
that the Government, as much as in 
them lies, to quiet the Minds of the 
People, agitated by theſe unſeaſonable 
Diſputes, have interpoſed; and the 
King's Writ of Prorogation, which was 
ſent down juſt in the interim, has for 
the preſent put a Stop to the Proceed- 
. Ings ; yet the Committee appointed for 
the conſidering of proper Heads to lay 
to the Charge of the Biſhop, in a Repre- 
_ ſentation, having made their Report, 
and drawn up the ſame, ſome body, 
whether with, or without the Order 
and Conſent of the ſaid Lower Houſe, 


hath 
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ath publiſhed. it d * World; This 
i ſ: 

t yt hoo no le 
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OF GROT 
Wg BT by Order of the 7 


VOCALQ 0 Sr ede ed 
Fache Ich. was intended to be pee⸗ 
ſeuted, AF dubt not; but 1 15 
publiſhed by their 11 oes ne 
appear; ao) ny, 1 
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of. Strſfe, farther. x 10 TR 
ar 1 e trite i! 5 5 
N20 arte ul 2nd, and which us f in it Tel 
o hateful to all good Men. oy 
This Repreſent: tion "of the Coiys: 
Fw 1 it. really p bass the Lower 
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Ho ſuch Learned Debates there, and the 
Biſhop of Fav. as well as others' 
ur Right: Reverend. Ptelates, 
4 poken fo largely and learncdly 
to to it, PH there, can be no Room to 
doubt, but i it would have been much 
better ex oſed there, than any ather 
Way ; and therefore it cannot be ad- 
mitted, as ſome would inſinuate, that 
the Prorogation was ſent down as a 
Favour to the Biſnop; But rather, X 
mu 
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muſt take it to be a Favour to the 
Lower Houſe; And we have' good 
Reaſon to ſee, that his Majeſty has had 
only the Publick Peace in View by this 
Prorogation ; i» a Word, the King has 
acted the moſt fender and Paternal 
Part, as well to the Nation, as to the 
Church it ſelf, in thus putting an End 
to the farther Proceedings in this Mat- 
ter, giving them Time to cool the Heat 
and Flame, which had agitated them ſo 
much, and to conſider better of Things 3 
preventing thereby the Miſchiefs 
which ordinarily attend Diſputes of 
that Nature, the Scandal to Religion, 
the Uneaſineſs among good Men, and 
the Advantages given to the Enemies 
of the Church by ſuch unhappy 
Breaches; and we have great Reaſon 
to acknowledge the Wiſdom and Pe- 
netration of his Majeſty's Councils in 
=. „ 
4 It would be a Queſtion, which would 
ſavour of too much Bitterneſs, if I 
ſhould enquire here, how it comes to 
paſs, that the Convocarion, paſſing by 
ſomany Heretical, Atheiſtical, Prophane, 
and blaſphemous Books, as are every 
Day publiſhed, and ſpread about, to 
poyſon the Principles, and debauch the 
5 1 Practice 


(1w) 

practice of a People, oy to be im- 
poſed upon, ſhould ſingle out this 
only to take Offence at, which, at 
the worſt, has not ſo direct a Ten- 
dency to deſtroy. Religion it ſelf, or 
to ruine the Morals of the people, 
as thoſe other Books have; and l am 
loth to take ſo much liberty to ns: 
fel. that the Convocation, conſi 

ing of ſo many Reverend Perſons, 
ſhould ſhew leſs concern for the mi- 
ſerable Growth of Atheiſm, Infideli- 
ty, and all manner of Licentiouſneſs 
among the Nation, to the Defacing the 
Reverence for true Piety in the 
Minds of Men, than they would for 
an Attack upon the Power and Au- 
thority of the Heads of the Church, 
in Matters of Government and Diſ. 
cipline, ſuppoſing this part had been 
attackt, which neverthelcis I do not 
grant. 

But ſince the Convocation has 
thought fit to let paſs ſo many cor- 
rupt and violent Attacks upon the very 
Life and Being of Religion, and have 
ſingled out this of the Biſhop's Syſtem 
of Church-Authority, I ſhall, without 
making any other Reflections than 


the Nature of the Thing directly leads 
do, 
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to, and exorts from me, enquire a 
little into the great and grievous Ol. 
fence which the Biſhop has given. 

The Complaint is vided into Two 
ſhort- Heads, which form the- Charge 
againſt the Biſhop, and are deducted 
from his Sermon Preach'd before the 
King, and publiſh'd by His Majeſt y's 
Command, "Entitled, The Natare of the 
Kingdom or Church. of Chriſt : And a 
Book. publiſhed ſome time before, En- 
titled, 4 Preſervative againſt the Princi- 
ples and Practices of the Non. jurors, & c. 
of which, ſay theſe Reverend Fathers, 
the Tendency of the Doctrines and po- 
ſitions contained in them is conceived 
to be. 


(I.) H, To ſubvert all Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline in the Church 
of CHRIST, and to reduce his 


Kingdom to a State of Anarchy 
and Conſuſion. 


09 Secondly, To impugn and im- 
peach the regal Supremacy in 
| Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, and the Au- 
thority of the Legiſlature to in · 
force Obedience in Matters of Re- 
ligion, by Civil Sanctions. 
| G3 - a 
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To make good the firſt of theſe, they 

recite the Words in the Biſhop's Ser- 
mon, Pag. 11. as en., 


' His Lordſhip affrms — A4 the 
Church of Chrift is the Kingdom of 
' Chriſt, He Himſelf is King: And in 
this it is implied, That he is Himſelf 


the ſole Lawgiyer to his Subjects, and 


* Himſelf the ſole Judge of their Beha 
* viour, in the Affairs of Conſcience 


and eternal Salvation: And, in this 


1 Lenſe therefore, His Kingdom i is not 


of this World; That He hath, in thoſe 
5 . Points, left bebind Him no viſible hu- 


* mane Authority, no . Vicegerents, 


* who can be faid, properly, to ſupply 
bis Place; no Interpreters upon 
whom his Subjects are ahſolutely to 
1 * depend; no Judges over the Conſcien- 
ces of Religion of his People. 
Which wꝛill be confirmed by the Paſ- 
lage next to be produced, Pag. 15, 16. 
© If therefore the Church of Chri#t be 
the Kingdom of Chriſt ; it is eſſential 
* to it, That Chriſt himſelf be the ſole 
© Lawpgiver, and ſole Judge of his Sub- 
jects, in all Points 5 to the Fa- 


vour or e of Almighty God; 
| and, 
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| 0 13 D, : 
and, That all his Subjects, in what 
, ' Station ſoever they may be, are equa- 
ly Subjects to Him; and that no one 
* of them, any more tham another, hath 
Authority either to make new Laws 
for Chrilt's. Subjects, or to impoſe a 
* Senſe. upon the old ones, which is 
the ſame; Thing; or to Judge, cen- 
* ſure, or Puniſh the Servants of ano- 
9 ther Maſter, in Matters relating pure- 
A to Conſcience, or Salvation. If a- 
ny Perſon hath avy. other Notion, ei- 
* ther through a long Uſe of Words 
* with inconſiſtent Meanings, or thro: 
2 a Negligence of Thought; let him 
= but ask himfe}f, Whether the Church 
of Chriſt, be the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
dor not: And, if it be, Whether this 
3 Notion of it doth not abſolutely ex- 
elude all other Legiflators and Judges, 
in Matters relating to Conſcience, or 
the Favour of God; Or, Whether it 
can be his Kingdom, Pg any mortal 
Men have ſuch 2 Power of Legiſlation 
| and Judgment in it. 
Io the lame Senſe he ſpeaks, Pag. 
| = 25. — No one of his Subjects is 
133 Lawgiver and judge over others of 
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; Atem, in Matters relating to Salva- 
” 4 = tion, but He alone. | | 
1 Of 
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1 f Abels gelen, te Report js 
expreſly rhiis: This paſſuge fees to 
ny all Authority . Church, and un- 
Ger Slctetocrt Exalting the Kingdom of 
Chriſt,” to leave it without a viſible 
humane Authority to Jude cenſure, or 
puniſh Offenders, in the Affairs of Con- 
feience and erorial Salvation: 2 | 
"If the Doctrine contairn'd in theſe, 
Paſſages e there heit her i is, 
nor hach been ſince our Saviour's' Time, 
any Authority in the Chriſtian Church, 
in Matters relating to Conſcience and 
Salvation; not even in- the; Apoſtles 
themſelves: | But all Acts of Govern- 
ment in ſuch Caſes, have been an Inva- 
fion of Chriſt's Authority, and an Uſur- 
pation upon his Kingdom. 8 


10113 


As my Lord of Bangor's Poſitions are 
laid down with great Authority as Do- 
ctrinal Points, aſſur d by ſuch Evidence 
as that they could not be oppoſed; ſo 
with no leſs Authority and poſitive Af- 
firmation, do the Reverend Fathers 
here, lay down their Cenſure: I the 
Doftrine contained in theſe Paſſages be 
admitted, there neither is, nor hath 2 

rc 


** 8 
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fince our Saviour s Time, any Authority in 
the Chriſtian Church, QC, |; 


I know. dot what to 9 to Men, 
who in ſo abſolute a Manner take upon 
them to lay down Poſitions, as if they 


were Mathematically demonſtrated, 


when at the ſame time they admit ma- 
ny Doubts and Exceptions, and with- 


out queſtion this is the Caſe here; for 
I rake the Liberty to lay down another 
Aſſertion, which, I believe, may be 
with much more Modeſty affirmed, be- 


cauſe. more capable to be proved, vixz. 


that though the Doctrine contained in 
theſe Paſſages be admitted, nevertheleſs 


there is, and hath been ſome Authority 


in the C briftian Charch, &c. 


Had the Report faid, that if this Do- 
ctrine be admitted, There neither i is, 
nor has been ſince our Saviour's Time, 
ſo much Authority in the Chriſtian 


Church, as, the Members and Leaders 


of the ſaid Church have aſſumed, pra- 
ctiſed, and pretended to claim; but 
that the ſaid Members and Leaders of 
the ſaid Chriſtian Church, having in all 
Ages, and at this time, invaded the Pri- 
vileges of the Subj ects of Chriſt's King- 
dom, and uſurped That Authority which 
our r Bleed Lord never deputed or de- 

| legated 


p x Jy — > . — — — — — — —— 
2, — = ————. — = @ —— = 
; - 5 7 MC ts. 3 2 mg mx = — — — — - — p— <1 ya 
Pp 2 > [ — by } thy — — . — 8 - n - 
- 2 2 — = — — — = 4 — 2 ———_ _ 
5 — —̃ - — ow" e — as 
2 4 — * wh 
— — ee — 0 * 


2c D 
== OT I 
— — 


— 
. — 


— — 
— 2 
2 — — 


— 


. IP RE 4 Dad CIA — nar — — 0 — 
— — — — 


2 D ——— = 
— — N — 22 4 
2 — 2 no wy es 


_—_ N 

xy R 

y — — —— 
— 


10 be admitted or no. But to affirm, 


6169 
legated to any Men or Bedy of Men on 
Earth; had they ſaid thus, as it had 


been attended with grearModeſty, ſo it 


would have been readily granted, and 


then it might have 'rewainel only to 


have enquired, wherher thoſe Doctrines 
laid down by my Lord of Bangor were 


that if they are to be admitted, there i is 
no Authority at all left in the Chriſtiau 


Church, is a Flight fo high, as cannot 


be reaſonably deduced from the Biſhop's 

Propoſitions ; and this I take to be evis 
dent in my Lord of Bangor s own 
Words, which all that have hitherto 


cavilled at, either miſtake, or an 


* . 


T ſhall by no means attempt here to 
vindicate my Lord Biſhop's Poſitions; 
or explain his Words; my Lord is e. 
qual to all his Oppoſers, and ſhall be at 
full Liberty to ſupport his own Propo- 
fitions his own Way, as I am ſatisfied 


he can eaſily do. But it is the unfair 
and unjuſt Uſage of him by his Oppo- 


ſers het I ſhall expoſe, as what will beſt 
cConfute them; for it is evident, 


hat 
Vords 


they do not take his Lordſhip's 


as they lye; and I have thetefore no- 


r to do; but fo remove- the Fallacy 


in 
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1 arpuing, which I find uſed by his 

Oppoſers, to fix their Charge upon him, 

with the more feeming Authority. ws 
' Firſt. Note my Lord of Bangor 


does not ſay Chriſt Jeſus has left no 
Inſtructions, no Directions to His Mi- 


niſters and Servants for the Miniſtra . 
tion of Goſpel Ordinances, no Expoſi - 
tors, or Interpreters of his Word, _ 
of the Doctrines of the Goſpel ; 

Authority to put the Laws which he | 
has left in Execution; It is plain, our 
Bleſſed Lord has given Miniſters to his 
Church, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 
ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers; And they have their known 
Work, . Inſtructions, and their 
Authority; ; which the Biſhop, as he 
cannot, ſo he does no where deny ; 


But what i is this to the Caſe? Have theſe 


any ſuch Authority, as that they may 
be ſaid properly to ſupply the Place of 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; which is 
what the Biſhop ſays thay have not; 
or on which, the Subjects of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, his Church, may abſolutely 
depend? 

This the Convocation, no, nor any 
other of the Biſhop's Oppoſers, do not 
touch upon, to put 4 in clear TR, 

0 


'Y fo as to admit no Cavil: The Biſhop. 
| evidently here oppoſes. the Inſult upon | 
1 the King · ſhip and Power of Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 in his Church, by the Papal Hierarchy, ® 
4x | and uſurped by all Ecclefaftick Polit, 
1 which is eſtabliſhed upon the Suppoſi- 
1 tion of Human Infallibility; the Words 
1 are plain, No Humane Authority that 
1 may be ſaid properly to ſupply the Place 
Þ of Chriſt: What is this leſs or more, 
than that Man of Sin mentioned in the W n 
2 Theſſalonians 2. 4. Who oppoſeth and = EF 
. exalteth himſelf above all that is called Ss E 
W. God, & c. But the Myſtery is, how this cc 
19 can infer, that there neither is, or has 16 
4 een, ANT Authority in the Chriſtian ' t 
= Church: Again, take the Biſhop's Words, 3 t 
þ/ No Interpreter, upon whom his Subjects 4 
is ARE ABSOLVTELLY to depend; 4 
== What can be plainer than this is, ro 
1 | ſign fie what all Proteſtant Biſhops 
profeſs, viz. That the Power of ablo- 
lutely determining the Faith of a Mem- 
ber of Chriſt's Church, and of infal- 
libly interpreting or judging of the 09 
4 Meaning of the Scriptures, is not dele 
oy gated by our Lord to any humane 1 
=. Authority ; no, not to the Church it I 
f ſelf: So that there is no abſolute So- 
3 vereign, nor any infallible Judge in the 
5 5 TEES 1 
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Church is Chriſt ; which 1s true 75 
teſtant Doctrine, which our firſt Re- 
formers eſtabliſhed, which the whole 
Body of the Church of England Clergy 
Z have always profeſſed, and which the 
Z Glorious Army of Martyrs, at the ſaid 
3 Reformation, maintained in F lames of 
BH Fire. 
F To fay then, becauſe we allow no 
| infallible Interpreter, and no Perſon on 
” Earth to be properly faid to ſupply the 
Place of Jeſus Chriſt in his Sovereignty 
Z over his Church, is to take away ALL 
Authority from any in the Church; 
co affirm, that no Power can be given 
to any of the Subjects of a Kingdom, 

in the Abſence of the King, unleſs all 
the Power which the King himfelf had 
be given; which would be indeed to 
make thoſe to whom that Power was 
ſo given, to be really Xi»gs, not Sub- 
jects; as the Biſhop himſelf very hap- 
pily obſerves in the Caſe of thoſe, 85 
pretend to be veſted with Chiilt's Au- 
thority. 

As ſuch Inferences as theſe are high- 

ly unjuſt to my Lord of Bangor, ſo 1 
cannot but ſay, they ſeem to he mani -· 
feſtly abſurd in themſelves ; the Biſhop 
no where attempting to deſtroy the 
© '% ou 
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juſt Miniſterial Authority, with which 
any of the Subjects of Chriſt are evieæ- 
oy cloathed in his Church; But 
the Invaſion of Chriſt's own uncommu- 
nicated Authority; the uſurping that 
Power, which he never thought fit to 
entruſt any of his Subjects with: This 
he repels with a juſt and ſucceſsful 
Force; and affirms, what is moſt true, 
viz. That no Humane Power upon 
Earth is veſted with ſuch Authority. 

As 1n this, his Lordſhip has particu- 
larly oppoſed the Ulurpations of the 
Church: of Reme, and ail the Popi/b 
Pretences to a Sovereign Power, and. 
Domination in the Church of God; 
ſo has he in thoſe other Aſſertions, of 
Chriſt's being the only Lawgiver and 
Judge, repelled effectually all the En- 
croachments of Perſecutors, whether 
Popiſh or Proteſtant; all the Ulurpati- 
ons upon the Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, 
in making Penal Laws to bind the 
Conſciences of Men, and infl.cting Pu- 
niſhments upon thoſe, who, in Obedi- 
ence to the Dominion of Conſcience, 
could not conform to thoſe Laws ; and 
ſo abſurd are the Oppolers of this 
righteous Doctrine, that they can cen- 
ſure the Biſhop for ſay ing, that no hu- 
Cog ” mane 


Yin the Chriſtian Church; They might 
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mane Power has a Right to judge, ce n- 
ſure, or . puniſh in Matters purely re: 
lating to Conſcience or Salvation, and 
yet quote the very Scripture at the 
ſame time in the qthChapter of the Acts, 


Whether it be meet to obey God rather 


than Men, judge 36: This is the Juſtice | 


and Modeſty with which Dr. Snape, 


in particular, treats the Biſhop. 
Nor is the Convocation leſs unac- 
countable, or leſs injurious, in ſay ing, 


that if the Power of Perſecution be tak- 
en away, all Acts of Government are a 
Uſurpation upon Chriſt's Kingdom; 
For this is the true Senſe and Meaning 


of their Words: The Biſhop argues 


moſt juſtly, that as Chriſt Jeſus is the 


King and Head of his Church, ſo he is 
the only Sovereign, Lord of the Conſci- 


ence, no humane Power having any 


deputed Authority over it; and conſe- 
quently all Coertion in Points meerly 


_ conſcientious and religious, are Inva- 


ſtons of his Dominion over the Con- 
icience, which, I hope, every good 
Chriſtian would willingly ſubſcribe to. 
The Convocation, in Anſwer to this, 
ſays, That then there neither is, or 
has been ſince our Saviour, any Aut hori- 


as 


(22 ) 
as well have argued, that there neither 
is, or has been fince our Saviour's Time, 
any Chriſtian Church in the W orld; 
Can it follow as a Conſequence, that 
there is no Authority at all in the 
Cbriſtian Church, becauſe that Autho- 


rity is not abſolute; unlimitted, 2 
equal to that of Chrif Himſelf > 


this a juſt Inference, that becauſe _ 


Power 7 Chriſt's Miniſters is limitted ; 
that therefore they have no Authority 
at all? And does it follow, that 
becauſe the dignified Subjects of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, have not a compleat De- 
putation of all his Authority, that 


therefore they have no Authority at 


all? And that there is no Subordi- 
nation of Offices in his Church ? 

The Injuſtice of theſe Things ſpeak 
themſelves; God, who is the God of 
Order, .has, as by the Scripture is ma- 
niteſt, committed the diſpenſing his 
Ordinances to the proper Officers, 
whom he has given to his Church: 
The Authority he has given them to 


plant Churches, to teach, inſtruct, bap- 


tize, direct, exhort, is fairly derived 
from, and proved i in the Scriptures ; and 
yet does not at all interfere with the 


Doctrine, which the Biſhop of Bangor 


hes 


IF ( 23 1 

3 ks here advanced, of the abſolute Go3 
vernment of Conſcience being not 
committed to them. 5 2 


4 It is evident by the Scripture, that 
it no ſuch Power was ever deputed e- 
e 


ven to the Apoſtles themſelves; nei- 
- 3 ther is there any one Example in the 
d whole New-Teſtament, whenever a- 
s my one of the Apoſtles exerciſed ſuch 
8 Authority, or offer d to do Violence 
; to the Conſciences of any; and be 
dle Convocation as jealous as they 
> will of the ufurpd Power which 
ſome of them have formerly practi- 
ſed, if it be overthrown by Scripture 
Authorll it muſt fall. 

Bur, ſays the Report, Fol. 6. Thele 
; Doctrines naturally tend to breed 
in the Minds of the People, a diſ- 

* regard to thoſe who are appointed 

* to Rule over them, 

But the Report. does not offer to 
prove that there are any who are real- 
ly appointed to rule over us in the 
7 erms of the Queſtion ; and indeed, it is 
nothing more or jeſs bur departing, 
from the Terms of the Queſtion, which. 
has occaſioned this Dilpute. The 
Convocation ſpeaks of ſuch in the 
Church of Chriſt, who are appointed 
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(44) 


ſay in What ſuch are to Rule: where- 
as, on the other hand, the Biſhop's 
Words are fair and explicit, viz. That 
we are to be ſubject to none but 
Chriſt, in the great Affairs of Con- 


ſcience and Eternal Salvation: He 
does not ſay, We are not to be ſubject 
to them in Diſcipline and Government 3 


If this is not plain on one ſide; why 
then does not the Convocation on 
the other fide tell us, who they are 
thar are apprinted to Rule over us in 


the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal 


Salvation? The Biſhop” does not de- 
ny, but that, as above, there may be 
ſome appointed to Rule over us in 
Matters of Government and Diſci- 
pline: But he denies that any are 
deputed to Rule over us in Matters 


of Conſcience and Salvation, except 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt alone, whoſe 
Subjects we are; and this they do 


not ſay one Word to; ſo that, in a 
Word, they cenſure the Biſhop with- 


out confuting him; and affirm, with- 


out arguing the Truth of Fact, that 


the Biſhop removes all Power from 


Alike 


the Chriſtian Church. 
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Alke abſurd, is the Retort they 
make upon the Profeſſion made by 


his Lordſhip -/; at his Conſecration, 


which, in my Opinion, is really no- 
thing at all to the Purpoſe: But let 
others, judge of, it; the Words are 
WIL IUY > WE DEM. $ 

theſe; : 


”# 


f 7 


af ow n3MN 45% y | Wo 
8 By the Help of God, to corref and 


; puniſh, Accor to ſuch Authority 
a8 de hath, by God's Word, and 
1 arne Io 4 

i be committed to him by 

* the Ordinance of this Realm, ſuch 

258 be unquiet, dilobedient, and cri- 

* Mingus, in his Dioceſe. 

What is this to | the Caſe in hand? 

Indeed, nothing at all; Any Chriſti- 


an Magiſtrate may make ſuch a Pro- 
feſſion, to correct aud puniſh according 


to ſuch Authority as is given him by 
the Word of. God; but does this 
prove that the Word of God gives 
him Authority to correct and puniſh 


in Matters of Conſcience ? It may give 


ſuch Authority in Matters of Diſcipline, 
ſubordination of Place, and ſeveral o- 


ther Cafes ; but if it is not ſo in Mat- 
ters of Conſcience, then they have ſaid 
nothing at all; and if there is any ſuch 
Authority given a Biſhop by the Word 
of God, why did they not ſhew us 

„ =. where 


(626) 


where it is ſo given, and by whom? 
Which till they do, all the reſt of 
that Part is nothing but an empty 


1 


Sound of unconſidered Words. 


The bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul fays of 


his own Miniſtry, Xowitg the Terrors 
of the Lord, we perſuade Men; but no 
where ſays, we force Men, we perſe⸗ 
cute Men: Speaking of the Office of 
a Biſhop, 1 Tim. iii. 5. he ſays, he is 


to Take care of the Church of God; but 
not that he is to perſecute any fot dif. 


fering Opinions, points of Conſcience, 
and Matters concerning eternal Salvati- 
on; neither is the coercieve Authority 
over Conſcience, which we ſee exerci- 
ſed by the Popiſh Church, and too 
much 'by fome Proteſtants, by any 
means to be juſtified from Scripture 


Authority, from the Practice of the 


Apoſtles, or from the Nature of the 
Thing; and not to run out Here into 
all the Objections which the lower 
Houſe are pleaſed to make to my 


Lord of Bangor s Words, as particular- 


ly, his allowing Perſonal Perſuaſion to 
be a ſufficient Guide and Authority to 
Opinion, which, however, they do 


not refute ; yet this I muſt obſerve, that 


they go on in the ſame manner in them 


1 N : 


> Sa 
3. 


Ta (#7), 
all, to. aſſert things of his Lordſhip, 
which are not at all to be inferred in 
conſequence of his Diſcourſe; as in 
particular, that his Lordſhip has lefr 
no difference between the Popiſh and our 
reform d Church, but what 7s founded in 
Perſonal P erſuafien only, and not in the 
Truth of the Doctrines, or in the Excel- 
lency of one Communion above the other; 
which is a manifeſt wreſting of the 
Biſhop's Words, to a Senſe quite diffe- 
rent from what others underſtand 
them in, and what we think they will 
bear; for beſides what other Mean- 
ing the Biſhop may have in thoſe 
Words, in which Caſe, his Lordſhip 
ought ! in juſtice to have the * 
ing of his own Writing; I cannot but 
think they may be juſtly ſaid to bear 
this Obſervation ; viz. That Perſuaſi- 
on of the Errors of the Church of 
Rome, and Perſuaſion of the Truth of 
the Proteſtant Principles, on which 
the Reformation was founded, and the 
Church of England erected, juſtified 
the Proteſtants in ſeparating from Po- 
pery, and in purſuing the Reformation; 
but this is far from being the Foundati- 
on of the real Difference; it is one thing 
to be the Foundation of the Difference, 
D 2 and 


(28) 
and another Thing to be the Founda- 
rion of the differing ; The Difference 


between the Church of Rome, and our 


Reformed Church, is founded in the 
Errors of the Church of Rome; the 


reforming and ſeparating from thoſe 
Errors, was founded in the perſonal Per- 


fſuaſion of the Reformers; and this alone, 


ſays my Lord of Bangor, juſtified the 
Reformation; But he does not fay, 


that this is the o»/y Foundation of the 


Difference. 

How is it poſſible that a Body of 
Proteſtant Divines, mer together in ſo 
Numerous a Synod, could, nemine con- 
tradicente, paſs by Vote ſuch a ſophiſti- 
cal, unfair Inference as this i is, let any 
one read ſedately , and judge impartially 
the Biſhop's Words, and which the Re- 
port quotes as the Ground of their Cen- 
ſure, they will ſoon ſee whether they 
have done his Lordſhip Juſtice or not. 


The Biſhop's Words, Page 85. of his 


Preſervative, and quoted Folio 8. in the 
Report, are theſe. ** What is it that 
juſtified the Froteſtants — in ſetting 
up their own Biſhops > Was it, That 


the Popiſh Doctrines and Worſhip 
were actually corrupt, or that the 
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r Proteſtants were periwaded in their 


* Own 
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C29) 
© own Conſciences, that they were ſo ?. 
+ The Latter without doubt: As appears 
from this Demonſtration; Take away 
from them this Perſwaſion, they are ſo 

far from being juſtified, that they are 
condemned for their Departure; give 
them this Perſwaſion again, they are 
condemned if they do not ſeparate: 
Or, in another Manner, ſuppoſe a Pa- 
piſt not perſwaded of that Corruption 
to ſeparate, he is, for the Want of that 
Perſuaſion aloe, condemned: Suppoſe 
a Proteſtant, or one thoroughly per- 
ſwaded of that Corruption, to ſeparate, 
and he 1s juſtified in ſo doing; or not 
to ſeparate, and he is condemn'd. 
All this is a Declaration indeed, that 
a firm Perſwaſion of the Errors of a 
Church, is a Juſtification of the Perſons 
ſo perſwaded, in ſeparating from that 
Church, but does nor infer, that there 
is no other Difference, or that it leaves 
no Difference between the Church 
ſeparating, and the Church feparared 
from, but what is founded in Opinion 
or Perſwaſion; for it allows juſt Diffe- 
rences to be the Foundation of that 
Perſwaſion. 
It is true, that what my Lord of 
Bangor inferrs from theſe Premiſſes, op- 


preſles 


A 


K »- 


af (300 
refles the Reverend Fathers of the 
wer Houſe very much, as it deſtroys 
that beloved Power of Coertion, which 
ſome of the Clergy have with much 
Art preſerved in their Hands for many 
Ages, & are indeed very loth to part with. 
The Words are theſe. * If this were 
duly and impartially conſidered, it 
would be impoſſible for Men, to un- 
chriſtian, unchurch, or declare, out 
of God's Favour, any of their Fellows 
Creatures, upon any leſſer, or indeed 
any other C onſideration, than that 
of a wicked Diſhoneſty and Inſinceri- 5 
ty; of which, in theſe Caſes, God 2 
alone is judge. | —_ 
I cannot in fo ſhort a Compaſs as I 1 
am here confined to, enlarge upon theſe % 
Things, otherwiſe much more might 
be ſaid to ſupport what the Biſhop has 
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ſaid againſt the Perſecution of Perſons 
ſeparating upon perſonal Perſwaſion; 1 
beſides, the Occaſion which the Lower N 
Houſe ſeem to have their Eye upon, 


being ar preſent, as I am apt to believe, 
adjourned to a further Diſtance from 
our View; I mean, the releaſing the 9 
ſeveral Bodies of Diſſenters from the 3 
Penaltics and Obligations of unquali- 3 
17 ng Laws; 1 ay, that Deſign feem- 


ing 


3 0 
EC 1 


CR © 


ing at preſent to be laid aſide, Time 


may afford Occaſion to touch it more 
largely, and apply it even to the Con- 
vocation it ſelf more fully hereafter. 

But the ſecond Article againſt the 


Biſhop of Bavgor muſt not ſo be paſs'd 


over : Here he-is charg'd by the Report, 
That he © impugns and impeaches the 
Regal Supremacy in Cauſes Ecclefi- 
* aſtical, and tbe Authority of the Le- 
* piſlature, to inforce Obedience in 
Matters of Religion, by Civil Sancti- 
"= 

That my Lord of Bangor does im- 


peach the Regal Supremacy, as it is now 


claimed and pretended to, that is to ſay, 
the Exerciſe of an humane Authority in 
God's Church, for which there is no 
Scripture Inſtitution, is moſt true ; and 
in this, the Queſtion will not ſo much 
lie in the Fact, as in the Merit of the 


Cafe, viz. Whether the Regal Supre- 


macy, as it has been exerciſed in theſe 
Kingdoms, and as ſome Men would in- 
fiſt upon its being ſtill exerciſed, be a 


_ juſt Authority, founded in Scripture, 


and conſonant to the Laws of Chriſt in 
the Government of his Church, or an 


| Invaſion and Uſurpation of his juſt 


Rights, and that uncommunicared re. 
15 ſery d 


e 
ſerv'd Power, which no humane Power 
has any Riglit br Pretence to. 
The Biſhop affirms it is the latter; 
and they muſt and ought to diſpute this 
Point with his Lordſhip, before they 
take upon them to ſay, that what he in- 

ſiſts upon under that Head, is deſtructive 
of the Legiflatiye Power, as alſo of the 
Regal Supfermacy. 
What 1 4 45 this part of the Que- 
ſtion is clear from the, Biſhop's Poſiti- 
ons, and from the Profeſſion of all the 
Proteſtant Churches ; nor does what 
the Report brings to the contrary im · 
peach it, viz. that Chriſt. Jeſus is the 
only Supreatn Head of the Church ; 
and even rhoſe who are moſt zealous for 
the Regal "Supremacy, are obliged to 
bring in the Exception uſed in our Li- 
turgy, viz. Under Thee and thy Chriſt ; 
which ſome, even among themſelves, 
have reflected on, as being Nonſence in 
Zerminis, viz. à Supream under a Su- 
pream. That this Supremacy has been 
on many Occaſions oppoſed, has been 
owing to the Error of thoſe, who have 
extended it to a Length which Chri/t 
| Jeſus never gave Leave to have it ex- 
tended to, that Kings, and juſt Powers, 
have ſuch Authority in religious Mat- 
. ters 
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ans for the, * Governance and or 

c:of Things, as the Conſtitution of 

nb and the Conſent of the 
h, has given them a Claim to by 

A Toms of the Land ; and this may be 

true, and is not at all deny'd by the 


4 Biſhops, but that this Supremacy, as it 


is unjuſtly called, amounts to a Legiſla- 
tive Power in Chriſt's Kingdom, a 
Vicegerency or Repreſentative Autho- 
rity to act for, and in the Name of 
Chriſt, and thereby to exerciſe his 
Regal Adminiſtration, or any Part of 
it, by which mean, a judicial Aut ho- 
rity. over the Conſciences of Men; this 
every faithful Subject of the Kingdom 
of *Chriſt muſt den. 

The Laws of this Land, one of 


which alſo the Report quotes, confirm 


that this was originally no otherwiſe 
underſtood ; See the Words of the 17th 
Cha uſe,1 Elia. cap. 1 Sect. 17. entituled, 


Eccleſi iet Mie annexed to the 
crows... , 


That ſuch qurisdittions, Privi⸗ 


leges, Superſorities, and Prehe⸗ 


minences, Spiritual andEccleſiaſti- 
cal, as by any Spiritual oꝛ Eccle⸗ 
dallical Power or Authority —. 
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heretofore been, oz? MAY LAV. 
FULLY” ve exerciled or "uſed, fot 


the Gilitation of the Eccleſiaſtical 
State and Perſons, and fo2 Refoz- 


mation Order and Copreftion of Þ 


the lame, and of all manner ok 


Erzoꝛs, Þtreſies, Schiſms, Abuſes, 


Dikences, Contempts, and Enozmi⸗ 
ties, Wall fo2 ever, by Authozity of 


this pꝛelent Parliament, be united 


and annexed tothe Imperial Czown 
«nm ES 

And again in the 187% Sefton, as 
follows. h Mm Pa? LOI ETC - i904 44 


and to igt, rette redzeſs, 


S 


— - 


- oader,cozreit andamend all ſuch Ez- 
rozs, Þereſies, Schiſms, Abuſes, 


Oftences, Contempts and Enozmi- 


ties whatſoever, which by any man⸗ 


ner of Spiritual o2 Eccleſiaſtical 


Power, Authozity, o2 Jurisdiition, 


CAN OR MAY LAWFULLY be. 


refoꝛmed, oꝛdered, . reDzeſſed, coꝛre⸗ 
ſed, reſtzained, 02 amended, to the 
Pleaſure of Almighty God, the 


Increaſe of Uertue, and the Con- 


ſervation of the Peace and Unity - 
J. a 
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By which it evidently appears, that 
theſe Laws were not founded upon the 
Deciſion of the Queſtion, vix. whether 
the Legiſlative Authority could veſt 


the Queen with a rightful Power in 
Eccleſiaſtick Cauſes or no; Nor per- 


haps did thoſe Legiſlators enquire, whe- 
ther the Word of God did give to. the 
Crown any ſupreme juriſdiction, Le- 
giſlature or Exerciſe of Chriſt's Regal 
Authority, yea, or no; But they enact- 


ed ſuch a Power to the Crown, be it 
what it would, as might lawfully be 


claimed, exerciſed, or made uſe of by 
the ancient Laws of the Land, and 
with the Pleaſure of Almighty God; 
ſo that to bring any Laws, Statutes, 
or ancient Conſtitutions, to prove that 
the King has a Delegation of Chriſt's 


Regal Authority in the Church, is to 


ſay nothing; but to prove that if it 
is an Uſurpation, it is ſo Nationally, and 
that it is not an Offence committed by 
the Kings and Queens only, in Accept- 
ing a Power they had no Right to, but 


in the Parliaments too, in giving, or 


pretending to give, a Power which 
they had no Authority to give. 
But the Acts of Parliament effectu- 


ally clear them both of the Charge; 
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(36) 


for in all theſe caſes, the Parliament 


have given only ſuch Power as might 
Lawfully be exerciſed, that is to ſay, 
by the Word of God, the more Su- 


pream Law; and all the Kings and 


Queens of England have thus accepted 
it. If i any of them have exerciſed 
more Authority than they might Le. 


gally exerciſe, thefe are they alone, 


who the Biſhop condemns, as Uſurpers 
of the Authority of Chriſt, and taking 


upon them to be his Vicegerents, 


which he never gave them any Room 
to pretend to, or Authority to pra- 
iſe. 5 11 8 5544 ; | 13 nir 
That ſuch unlawful Authority has 
been exerciſed by the Crown, will not 
be contended, after the Legiſlature of 


the Kingdom has found it neceſſary to 


aboliſh rhe Oath, obliging the Sub- 


jects ro recognize the King as ſu— 


preme Head of Criſts Church at the 
Revolution; which Oath was then 


called the Oath of Supremacy, and was 


dropt out of the Conſtitution at the 
Revolution. 80 5 
Thofe then who will cenſure the Bi- 


ſhop of Bangor for impugning the Re- 
gal Supremacy, ſhould tell us firſt in 
What Senſe that Supremacy is now 


under- 
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underſtood, and hi far the Clergy 
have in time paſt given up, or not 5 
ven up, the Regal Juriſdiction of Je 
Chriſt to the Uſurpations of Men. 


£899 


If the Regal Supremacy 15 now 1 


derſtood and exerciſed in any unſeriptu· 
ral, unjuſtifiable Manner, then to im-, 
pugn it in. its miſconſtructed and miſ. 


underſtood Extent, and to reſtore, the 
Supremacy of Chriſt i in his Church to 


its full legal and natural Juriſdiction, 
is the Duty of a Chriſtian Biſhop 
and the Convocation will be Cond 
defending and ſupporting not the Church 
of Chriſt, but the Uſurpations and In- 
vaſions of ambitious, proud, and ig- 
norant Men, when they cenſure my 
Lord of Bangor, for thus reſtoring the 
ſaidSupremacy andSovereignty of Chriſt 
Jeſus to its full extent. 

| might here go back to ſome of the 
former Conduct of the Convocation it 
ſelf, I mean, as to the lower Houſe in 
particular, when they have oppugn'd: 
and ruffled the Regal Supremacy of the 


5 Sovereign: Witnels ſome of their Diſ- 


putes in the laſt Reign, and their pre- 


tending to call in queſtion the ſaid Su 


premacy as it was then Exerciſed upon 
themſelves; in which, whether they 


did 
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SS. io. | 
dls right or wrong, is not the Queſtion; 3 
but whether' it was lawful'or not bo op-, | 
the abuſe” of Power, lawfully, al- 
ſum d, or the aſſuming; more Power 
than is committed | to the Crown ; and 
it is ſufficiently provd by thoſe Pro- 
ceedings of the Convocation. to be law: 
ful; and therefore 1 am ſatisfied i in fay- 
ing, that they are openly now con- 
demning in tlie Biſhop of Bangor, what 
| ex have : allowed | in themlelves. 5 

Much more might be laid to ex- 

poſe theſe Proceedings, and to ſhew 
mn how agreeable to Scripture and Reaſon, . 
4 to Wins Nature of the Thing, and to the 
q Practice of the primitive Churches, this 
| { Doctrine is which the Biſhop of Bau- s 
= gor has advanced; But as this would 

be to enter upon a Defence of his 
Argument, which his Lordſhip is well 
abſe to do himſelf, and, 1 doubt not, 
will do it; 1 wave it at preſent, be⸗ 
lieving what is ſald here, ' wil]. ſuffi- 
4 ciently ſhew the impartial conſider- 
| ing Reader, how empty and trifling, 
as well as unjuſt and injurious, this 
Ptbceeding of the 'Lower-Houſe hath. 
been, anc riat his Majeſty” $ Nene 
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(39) 
2 Stop to their further Expoſing 


themſelves,by a ſix Months "ary vs 
of their Seſſion, has been the kind- 
eſt and moſt, favourable — that 


could be dens ad hem. 
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